dier's letter of the 16th ultimo was shown to several
officers of experience in this garrison whose unani-
mous opinion was that the Brigadier had under-
rated rather than overstated the gravity of our
position. You are aware that your despatch was
calculated to convey to General Havelock that there
was no necessity whatever for his immediate ad-
vance.
2. Under the above circumstances the Brigadier is of
opinion that both the General and the Government
of India will agree that he was right in refusing to
allow a despatch so calculated to mislead to be for-
warded to that officer who has however been
informed that you have been prohibited from
corresponding with his camp.
I have the honour etc.
T. F. Wilson, Capt.
0%. A.A. Genl.'
That morning the enemy's miners were at work
within thirty feet of the Financial post, but for-
tunately they ran their gallery across a well-shaft,
and the smoke rising from their lamps gave them
away. The countermine was driven out to within
two or three feet of the enemy, then loaded, tamped,
and fired by Lieutenant Innes while their miners
were still at work. That evening Lieutenant Birch,
59th Native Infantry, attached to the engineer
department, who was a cousin of Inglis* aide-de-
camp, went out after dusk with several other
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